The following is a compilation of the various Histories written a
Finsbury Park Cycling Club since 1883
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In The Beginning

8.00pmoni1*December 1883, I n CaWaunderdhe taisvay®irdgel in Severs
Sisters Road the Finsbury Park Cycling Club was founded. The original name was Ferme Park

Bicycle Club, but very early in 1884, upon a suggestion by A. C. Crane, a founder member, the
name was changed.

In a hand written letter to Steve Pontin, in December 1954, founder member Ernest Allen wrote:-

0 S enty-®ne years ago a group of youths, with an average age of 17, met on Friday
ni ghts i n WarChfeiwSesgen EistecslRoad. it was then decided to form a
bicycle club called the Finsbury Park Cycling Club. Amongst the group was: Charlie Crane,
Percy Breysig, Percy Spencer, George Cone and Ernest Allend

The opening run of the club was to the Old Salisbury Hotel, High Barnet, on Penny-Farthings.

CURATORS NOTES
The above letter from Ernest Allen states that both Percy Breysig and Percy Spencer were
among the group who started the Finsbury Park C. C. However, neither are listed as club
members until 1884 or later.
Ernest Allen died on 13 January 1958 and was cremated at Kensal Green Crematorium on 28"
January 1958. He was the last surviving founder member.
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As the title informs, this is an extensive compilation of files, documents, posters etc gathered over
many years and is intended to describe the formation and growth of the club.

The great bulk of the work has been done by Vice President and Archivist of many years, Brian
Edrupt, with later additional content provided by Mrs Pat Lovatt, Vice President and past
President.



Early posters, flyers and photographs.
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H. SIMS, Finsbury Park Cycle Works,

8, WEELS TERRACE, ﬁfrP\OUD FREEN f{OAD, J__O.\'DON, J\T “

THE

‘MUSWELL" BICYCLE
Holds the Bicycle Record for Muswell Hill.
Price from £12.

Holds the Safety Record for Muswell Hill.
Price from <£12.

e

Best possible Material and Workmanship.
Cheapness with quality.
Lightness with Strength.
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Resume of Hinsbury Park C.C. Euents, 1887.
The Season has passed by successfully. The Club membership
having increased, the list now amounts to 50 members, and in taking a
retrospect of our Club Events we have only satisfaction in seeing the
continued energy of the individual members, which alone can keep a
Club. in an active state of progression.

We have held three Road Races (over the wusual pleasant

\{ Country course) during the season, of which P. E. Driver has won "y\
# * two, and H. Jounsox one. o et e S

Our Annual Race Meeting was held at the Alexandra Park
on May 21st, the American Cyclists Messrs. Woopsipe, MorcaN and
TevrLe, competing. The Clerk of the weather somewhat spoilt matters
by granting us a wet day, otherwise the Event passed off satisfactorily.

The result of our races was as follows :—

Open One Mile Professional Handicap. Open One Mile Amateur Handicap.
W. M. Woopsipg, (Philadelphia), scratch... 1 . F‘st.x-atg}iMOND’ (Norwood Safety B’(").:
R. Teurre, (Chicago), 40yds. ST D Atipoxe (Biggleswade and D. B.C.),
(i E ST ; 55 yds. ... vos S
] rerhe 0 s
k. T. Parrrck, (Wolverhampton), 105yds 3 W. G Jaarss, (Tottonham H.0.C.) 140yds. 3
Time, 3m. 51s, Time 3m. 71s. :
_ Club One Mile Bicycie Handicap. Club Championship Five Miles,
£ P. E. Drrvex, 150yds. 1 Prc T e T Bmiystasti: 1
oS W. 8. Siwow, 130yds. R . '
15k JOHNSON,’I'?Ode. 3 /Q‘? E. Dervee, ¢ 2
A. C. Crane, 140yds. A Aamd E. Arvex-roors, ase oo oo 3
Time 3m. 19s. Time 20m. 302s.

The Alexander Palace Hill-Riding Competition on Sept. 17th, was
also held in wet weather, but not withstanding passed off very well. The
‘Result being—T. Siumonps, (E.P.C.C)) 1. . C. W. Browx, (N.R.C.C)) 2.

Gl Cong, (B.PCCh 2 E. B. HartsHORNE (Sun C.C.) 3.
Winners Time 2m. 24s.
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Vice-Presidents, G. Gibbons, Fsq.

.On SATUR

Smsbury Park. Epcling Glub,
\\- Ihaugurated 18S3.

IP1csident,
C. T. Bartlgy, Esq., M.P.
H. Grimer," Esq.

s e N s e

PR.GRAMM’E

OF THE

PR {4 * { (R ]
Hall-Climbing  Competition,
In the Grounds of the
ALEXANDRA  PALXCE,
DAY, 17th SEPTEMBER, IQQ/

Commencing st 4.30 p.m.

A

JUDGE, =
E. DRIVER, BSQ.

STARTERS & TIME-TAKERS.

THOS. J. H. BLG ER, Eeq., & E. A, POWELL, Esq.
e UMPIRES.
f.. BREYSIG, PoAELAN BIGGAR (N.R.C.C)
C. CRANE H.. ZROUNCE,

HON. SECRETARY.

P. SPENCER, 14, Rincoraft Street, Highbury, N,

LRICE, “TWOPENCE:

Dieseription of

e ITeat. No. Clip. o /';;::';,.:\"‘ =
Moorgate 54in. or
2 I 1,—. M. Cornal, Catford C.C\, Safety
- ‘{ 2.—P, E. Driver, Finsbury Park C.C. Muswell 52in.
=3 { 3.—J. I‘-u\r, A C.T.C, No. »1257 Ordinary 52in.
e B Ol vee Muswell 52in,

0.

7-

9

ZS'?

10.

13.

I"‘mct (’ (‘
Finsbury Park C.C*
Sun C C.

Finsbury Park C.C.

5.—F. C, me?:ov,
6.—H. Johnson,

7.—E.
3.—W. L. Poole,

Premier 52in.
Rational 52in.

Ordinary 50in. .

B. Hartshorne, 5
; Muswell 52in.

New Rapid 52in.

=2 7 1]
9 —E. Allen Tooth, James 54in.

FinsburyPark C.C.
Alwyne C.C,

LA (omnlh Pickwick 8. C. Cripper Tandem 533

4 {14,——\\/. Barker,

: {2” —'L, Simmonds,

—C. E. Doyle, }

12,—8. D. Holden,
3.—J. H. Dearlove,

{
)
1
{IO —A. Waite,
|
1
e

Canonbury C.C.
Lennox C.C.
15—=E. H. Bayston, ... . L.
{16.—F. A. Drasnett,
ll7—G H. Cone,
{lb—T)on (rosu,
19.—]. Farrent,

!’m-—-C Jurd.
{ 21.—H. B. Saunders,

Finsbury Park C.C,
Finsbury Park C.C.
e
Finsbury Park C.C,
South Read C.C,

P, Touis Renouf,

—H. B. Thomton,
—A. J. Stannah,

24.
25.

26.—C.

Anerley B.C

W. Brown, North Read C.C.

Fureka Cripper
Tricycle, 533in
Dearlove Cripper
Tricycle 54in.
Muswell Safety 53in:
Facile 44in.

- Rover Type Safety

Koseberty Safety 60~

Facile 46in;
Safety 6oin.
Premier Safety 54in
Facile 44in.
Muswell Safety 53in »
Geared Facile

60 or 63in.
Premier Safety 54in

Ratior

4in,
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MONTHLE GAZELTE

No. 4. ] 1st NOVEMBER, 18go. FOST BRABIRO
. MEMBERS.

SECRETARY'S NOTICES.

An important General Meeting will be held on Friday next
the 7th inst., at 8.30, at Duncombe Hall. ;

ALBERT C. CRANE.
46, Regina Road, N.
Hon. Sec.

AGENDA :

To arrange as to winter runs or otherwise.

2. To elect a new member (Mr. J. O. H. Hirst).

3. To appoint a Secretary pro. tem. to act until Annual
Meeting.

4. To consider proposal as to Club Dinner.

—

NOTES ON THE AGENDA.

As to item 1, it is suggested that the Queen’s Arms Inn at
Barnet shall be fixed as our ¢ winter quarters,” where members

can meet for a social evening every Saturday, some riding down
awheel, others by train.

As to item 2, Mr. Hirst of Florence Road, N, seems a
thoroughly decent fellow, is a fair rider, and if elected will be

79

“ first-claim ”’ man,

As to item 3, it will be remembered that when Crane was
elected to act as Secretary, he promised to do so “for a time.’
That time has now come to an end, and once again is he “ up
to his neck '’ in work of other kinds; last month he was abso-
lutely unable to compile the Gazette and the secretarial quill
must pass into other hands on Friday.

Item 4 speaks for itself. Are we to have a Club Dinner ?
It so, when, where, how &c.



2 THE FINSBURY PARK CYCLING CLUB MONTHLY GAZETTE.

OUR VICE PRESIDENTS.

It is rather late to talk about the September Road Race now,
but as no Gazette was issued last month, we must here draw
attention to the fact, that the marble clock and other prizes
ridden for in September were specially subscribed for by
certain of our V. P's, namely, Messrs, E. J. Brett, Wilson
Bennison, Walter Hill and Charles 3>m1th

We trust that an opportunity w111, ere long, be afforded (our
club dinner might well be such) of making our V. P’s. acquain-
ted with the club members. As /far as we are aware, Mr.
Edward Marks is our only V. P. who has ever attended a club
festivity ; but we must bearin mind, that the gentlemen referred
to are busy men. Let us think of what they did for the club in
September, and devoutly wish that ‘‘ their shadows may never
grow less.”

OUR CLOSING RUN.

October 25th was the date of our closing run to St. Albans.
On that day the earth was contmuously and plentifully watered,
trom about 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 'as a result, not one Fmsbury
Parker wheeled to the White Hart, \Ievertheless four members
(STANLEY and ARTHUR SPENCER, Poore and GAWDRO\I) went down
by train. ‘T'wenty miles each way by train on a wretched day
for a Club Run! F. P. esprit de corps is not yet dead.

Jonxsox (absent in the Midlands) wired, on the day in question,
to the Club at St. Albans a loyal sixpennyworth.

CYCLING IN THE ARDENNES.

We have received a highly interesting M.S. from Jonxsox,
relating to his tour with Driver in the Ardennes. It is to be
much regretted that space cannot be found for it in our Gazette,
but the Secretary will be pleased to lend it to members for
perusal.

BREYSIG: & H‘UFFED.”

We received a very warm letter from Brevsic complaining of
the last Handicap, some weeks ago. It is unnecessary to insert
it now, as P. L, B. has since ‘ made peace’ with the Handi-
cappers.

PERSONAL.

StaNLEY SpEnCER has returned from Brazil, lookmg well. He
will no doubt be present on Frlday
i -

1V
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