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The following is a compilation of the various Histories written about the 

Finsbury Park Cycling Club since 1883   
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In The Beginning 
 
8.00pm on 1st December 1883, in Warlowôs Cyclists Cafe, under the railway bridge in Seven 
Sisters Road the Finsbury Park Cycling Club was founded. The original name was Ferme Park 
Bicycle Club, but very early in 1884, upon a suggestion by A. C. Crane, a founder member, the 
name was changed. 
 
In a hand written letter to Steve Pontin, in December 1954, founder member Ernest Allen wrote:-  

 

óSeventy-one years ago a group of youths, with an average age of 17, met on Friday 
nights in Warlowôs Cyclistôs Cafe in Seven Sisters Road. It was then decided to form a 
bicycle club called the Finsbury Park Cycling Club. Amongst the group was: Charlie Crane, 
Percy Breysig, Percy Spencer, George Cone and Ernest Allenô. 

 

The opening run of the club was to the Old Salisbury Hotel, High Barnet, on Penny-Farthings. 

CURATORS NOTES 
The above letter from Ernest Allen states that both Percy Breysig and Percy Spencer were 

among the group who started the Finsbury Park C. C. However, neither are listed as club 
members until 1884 or later. 

Ernest Allen died on 13 January 1958 and was cremated at Kensal Green Crematorium on 28th 
January 1958. He was the last surviving founder member. 
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Early posters, flyers and photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

PERCY SPENCER PERCY DRIVER HAROLD JOHNSON 
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F.P.C.C. 1885 

CYCLING IN ALEXANDRA PARK IN 1887 

F.P.C.C. AT RED LION, BARNET, MARCH 1897 
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